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                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

October 8, 2020 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
 
Although it was only a four day week, it was jam packed with lots of learning and fun!  Classes enjoyed excellent 
weather for outdoor learning and made great use of the in person learning time.  Routines are developing nicely 
including the pick up/drop off routines, hand sanitizing/washing routines, mask break routines, and social 
distancing while moving to mask break areas or outdoor learning locations.  It appears that the bus behaviors 
improved this week with no reports of students moving seats.  We’ll continue to monitor this closely and remind 
students of the expectations when needed. 
 
Grace, patience, and flexibility!  These three supplies are in heavy demand this year as our teachers, students, 
and families navigate the challenges of hybrid learning.  We understand that this model, and any model outside of 
full in person, is not perfect and can be downright frustrating.  However, this is what is necessary at this time 
during a global pandemic, and we are doing the best we can with the factors that we can control.  It’s a great 
opportunity to model flexible thinking and problem solving (especially for technology glitches) for your children. 
Please continue to show our teachers, staff, students, and yourselves the grace, patience, and flexibility as we 
navigate this strange new world together. 
 
At this time, it will be helpful to clarify the remote specialist blocks that students participate in at home.  Remote 
specialists are slotted for 30 minutes, but students may not need to be on screen with the specialist for the entire 
30 minutes.  When we created this plan, we were mindful of the number of minutes our students may be using a 
screen.  Therefore, specialists may teach a 15-20 minute lesson, review previously taught concepts, and/or show 
students where to locate information on Schoology.  They may then dismiss the students to work on the 
assignment, or they may stay on to be available if students need help.  Some assignments may be done over the 
course of the upcoming week.  Our specialists are teaching 10 classes a day with not even a minute between 
classes so there may be a few minute delay for the class to start.  Lastly, they are not making the links “live” until 
the exact time so that students are not entering an unsupervised room.  I hope this information is helpful in 
thinking about the remote specialist classes for your child. 
 
The Norwell Fire Department came to Cole School today during both sessions to complete this quarter’s Fire Drill 
with us.  Everyone did a lovely job following the fire drill procedures. 
 



 

 
 
Please join me in welcoming Ms. Ella Baptiste and Ms. Safinah Bumar to Cole School. Both were hired as aides 
shortly after the school year began.  They are both settling in quite nicely and have been a wonderful addition to 
Cole School.  Ms. Baptiste is a temporary hybrid aide to help with mask breaks, coverage, and arrival and 
dismissal duties.  Ms. Bumar is a special education aide and is supporting some individual students. 
 
If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Food Services:  
 
October’s Lunch Menu click here    

 
Library Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Checkout: 
I am teaching students about how to use our online library catalog now! For parents who would like to assist their 
students at home, there are instructions about usernames and passwords and a quick screencast tutorial in yellow 
folders in each library class Schoology folder. Print books will be requested electronically (by holding a book in 
Destiny) and delivered to classrooms on Mondays. Each student will start with only one book per week, so we 
address the workload of pulling and delivering books. Please note that Destiny allows a maximum of 2 holds per 
student total, which can only be deleted by Ms. McGarry, so select holds judiciously. There is also a FAVORITE 
feature where students can add potential checkouts to an ongoing list in their accounts. Soon, I will also teach 
students about our exciting new e-book collection as well!  
 
Birthday Books: 
If you selected a birthday book virtually in the spring, I will be getting those ready to deliver to students who have 
been waiting for them soon. New birthday book forms are going out, and we will be doing a “catch-up” for students 
who had birthdays in March-August in batches. So, if you receive a birthday book form and your child’s birthday 
was last spring or this past summer, it is part of the catch-up process. Birthday books will be selected by students 
virtually and I’ll touch base with students who send in the forms during their online library classes. 
 
Cole School Book Challenge: 
The awards for last year’s Cole School Book Challenge will be delivered to classrooms as early as next week. The 
new list and possibly new rules for the 2020-21 Challenge will be finalized soon as I assess our new Sora e-book 
collection and our current print collection to populate the list. For now, students who started reading this summer 
can continue the “summer free for all” and continue to read any chapter book and have it count towards the 
challenge. To record your books until the new list comes out, the book tracker is here: 
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7868 
 
If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at 
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
Hi everyone!  
 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month, so your child will be taking part in Lesson 1- Recognizing Bullying, 
through our Second Step Bullying Prevention curriculum. Lessons can be accessed in your child’s Schoology in 
the “SEL Grade ___” course, and kindergarten/remote families will get the link from their teachers. If you want 
more bullying prevention activities and info, check out Captain Compassion  from Second Step.  
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh will resume on Monday 10/19, and will continue each Monday (except 
holidays). Classes are open to K-5 students of all abilities.  
 
AM Yoga Class is from 11- 11:30; PM Yoga Class is from 2- 2:30. Please make sure your student is following 
these steps in order to join: 

1. Have your student sign in to their Google account with their Norwell credentials, and try using Chrome. 
**Make sure no one else is logged into Google, otherwise your student will not be able to join** 

2. If your student is a hybrid student in grades 1-5, have them get the link through my Schoology page, titled 
“SEL Grade __.”  

3. If not, have your student go to meet.google.com at either 11 am or 2 pm on Mondays, and enter the correct 
code (Please email me if you would like either code, at anne.walsh@norwellschools.org) 

 
Resource of the Week-  Tips for Parents and Caregivers about Bullying from Centervention. To continue with 
National Bullying Prevention Month, check out this brief article. It has some great tips for talking with your kids 
about bullying at school.  
 
Take care! 
Dr. Leah Ciolkosz (School Psychologist) and Mrs. Anne Walsh (School Counselor) 
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org and anne.walsh@norwellschools.org 
 
Nurse’s Notes 
 
Please call me if you have any trouble filling out the COVID Daily Pass, or if you have any questions about 
whether to keep your child home or send them in. The Covid Daily Pass is an important aspect of our Contact 
Tracing when we get a positive case. Thankfully we have not had one at present. In the community right now 
there are allergies and a head cold going around, so it can be difficult to discern what the next step is. The nurses 
in Norwell are here to help. And in the middle of this pandemic, we all could use assistance navigating the many 
documents and protocols published. Please don’t hesitate to call. 
 
The most Common COVID-19 symptoms in children are fever (100.0 or higher) and cough. We have always had a 
fever policy that students must be fever free for 24 hours without medicine in order to return to school. Now it will 
be important to talk to your physician, and most likely get a COVID test before your student returns to school. 
Some students have chronic coughs due to allergies or asthma. If your child has a cough they may come to 
school as long as it is their only symptom. If they have a second symptom with their cough, you should reach out 
to your pediatrician. If the cause is known and the pediatrician writes a note, your child may return to school. I 
hope this helps clarify a little bit. Again, please call if you have any questions. 
 
Please continue to send in Physicals and Flu shot documentation as you recieve it. Thank you. 
 
I hope you can take this time to enjoy the beautiful fall weather and relax with loved ones.  Happy Long Weekend!  
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